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DIRECTIONS 
FOR A 
DEVOUT axp DECENT BEHAVIOUR 


IN THE 


PUBLIC WORSHIP or GOD. 


T is erievous to conſider how many Chriſtians 
there are (if ſuch as they deſerve the name or 

© Chriſtians) who come not to church at all, or 
very ſeldom, to pay that public duty and worthip 
to God, which our religion calls for, and the 
laws of our country enjoin. And even of thoſe 


who do come, we tind too many behaving them- 


ſelves in ſuch a careleſs manner, as if the worthip 
of Gcd was either not their buſineſs there, or not 
worth minding. Some fit all the time of prayers; 
or put themſelves into fuch other lazy and irreverent 
poſtures, as ſhew ſufficiently they have no ſenſe of 


what they ſhould be doing, nor any awe or reve- - 


-rence of the glorious Being they come to addreis. 


Others lay themſelves to ſleep, or trifle away their 
time in thinking of their worldly affairs. Others 
gaze and ſtare about upon the congregation, or 
keep talking and whiſpering with their neighbours ; 
and this is eſpecially obſervable while the Leſſons 


are reading; as if the Holy Scriptures, though 


given by inſpiration of God, were not always to be 
heard, marked, learned, and inwardly dizcſted, that 
A 2 # = 


LDR— — — 


ſo they may anſwer the ends for which they were 
written, and become profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof for correction, for iꝝſtruction in righteouſ- 


neſs 3 or. in one word, good to the 7 ufc of edifying, 
1 Lim. ii. 16. With regard to fuch cold and. 


_ careleſs worlhippers we may apply to the church 


what Jacob ſaid of Bethel; Surely the Lord is in 
this W and they know it not. They do not con- 


ſider that they are in the immediate preſence of God, 


and that by ſuch a behaviour, they affront him to 
his face, while they ſhould be devoutly attending to 
his word, or praying to him. 

Others there are, who do indeed ſhew ſome in- 
clination to mind the prayers, and all the reſt of 


the ſervice; but they do it with ſo much ignorance, #®. 
diſtraction, or confuſion, as diſcover that they do 


not rightly underſtand the difference between one 


part of the ſervice. and. another; or conſider, that 


ſome are prayers, ſome praiſes and thankſgivings, 
| ſome public profeſſions of the Chriſtian Faith, and 


ſome no more than inſtructions, commands, or ex- 
hortations to the people. We often find them re- 


peating after the miniſter what he alone ſhould 
ſpeak, and they ſhould only hearken to. They are 


alſo apt, when they join in the prayers, to ſay them 


after him ſo loud, as muſt needs be troubleſome, 


and diſturb thoſe "that are. near them. Now that 


ſuch well-diſpoſed perſons may be taught how to 


order their devotions better; and to worſhip God 
not only with the ſpirit, but with. dann Bees k 
too, the following Directions are earneſtly recom- 
mended to their conſideration and practice. — 

Firſi then, Have a conſcientious regard to this ad- 
vice of Solomon, (to whom God gave a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding heart) Keep thy foot when thou goeſt ts 
the houſe of God; and ſo wok to every ſtep you take | 


in 
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Behaviour in the Public Worſhip of God. 5 
in. your approach to it, that you come into his. 
more immediate preſence with ſuch contemplations, 
meditations, and reflections in your mind, as will- 
lift up vour: ſoul unto Him, under an awful and 
juſt ſenſe of his divine Majeſty and perfections; and 
with that humble and contrite Spirit, which depen - 
dent eręatures and miſerable ſinners ought to have. 
Rememoer that ſince- God is a Spirit, your wor- 
ſhip of him .muſt be ſpiritual and reaſonable, ſin- 
cere and pure. It muſt flow from a divine and 


heavenly frame of mind. But yet as the whole 
man conſiſts of body and ſoul together, you mutt. 


glorify him in both; 1 Cor. vi. 20. aud. conſider- 
ing their natural union and ſympathy, you mult 
take ſuch heed to every geſture and poſture of your 
body, as that they may be ſuch as will beſt. expreſs 
your humility, reverence, and earneſtneſs, and keep 
up ſuitable thoughts and affections in your ſoul. 
Particularly, you will, I believe, hence think, that 
a kneeling poſture is moſt. proper; being that which 
Nature ſeems to dictate. in folemn adorations and. 


humble confeſſions, without this expreſs call for it 


from the inſpired Pſalmiſt, P/a/. xcv. 6. O come, 


tet us worſhip, and fall deun, and kneel before t he 
Lord our Mater. 


Secondly, If you are thus prepared to worſhip God 
in ſpirit and in truth, you will then be ſure to go 
ſo early to his houſe, as to be there at the very be- 
ginning of the ſervice: Since the ſame obligation 
lies upon you to attend every part of his public 


worſhip, as to come to church at all. For if you 
mifs the beginning of it, you loſe the opportunity 


af confeſſing your fins, and the comfort of hear- 
ing your pardon declared and pronounced to you 
thereupon. Beſides that, by coming late, you di. 
ſturb the congregation to make way for you. Tak. 
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6 Directions for a devout en! decent 
care alſo not to leave the church, without great ne- 


ceſſity, till after the miniſter has given the bleſſing 


that concludes the whole ſervice; for if you go out 


before, you will ſeem to deſpiſe the bleſſing; and if 


you do fo, you cannot expect the grace and peace 
of God ſhould go along with you. But, 
Thirdly, Having, as ſoon as you can, gotten 2 
convenient opportunity after your entrance into 
the church, fall down upon your knees in private 
prayer to God, for the aſſiſtance of his Spirit in 
thoſe folemn duties of religion you come to per- 
form. You will behave as in his fight; you will 
look upon him as obſerving what you think, as 
well as what you fay and do: And take care all 
the while you are at church, that the inward diſ- 
poſitions of your foal, and the outward demeanour 
of your body, be ſuch as becometh not only the 


nolineſs and worthip of his houſe, but his more im- 


mediate preſence. 1 3 

In prayer, you will fix your thoughts wholly 
upon God, who alone heareth prayer; you will 
ctitengage your mind from all worldy concerns; you 
will keep your eyes from wandering, and your lips 
from diſturbing others in their devotions. 

In thankſgiving, imprint upon your heart a juſt 
and lively ſenſe of God's goodneſs and loving-kind- 
neſs to yourſelf and to all men; ſince you will then 
Vel hort joyful and pleaſant a thing it is to be thank- 

ut, Pſalm cxIvii. 1. 


in hearing of God's word, (whether it be read or 


>r2ached) be not only attentive to it, but inwardly 
:7eft it, by applying to your own conſcience its 
-eneral admorntions, reproofs, or exhortations ; and 


by treaſuring up in your memory its precepts and 


-xamp!es, its promiſes and threatenings, for the 
contant and right ordering of your converſation. 
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Behaviour in the Public Worſhip of God. 7 
In ſinging pſalms, let your underſtanding and 
fpirit direct and govern the melody of your voice, 


that ſo your heart may be no leſs filled with grace, 


than your tongue with joy ?. And, 
Laſtly, In receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, remember always the exceeding great love 
of our Maſter and only Saviour in dying for us, 
and the innumerable benefits which by his precious 
blood-ſhedding he hath obtained for us. For you 
will then at all times draw near to receive it with 
faith, with a penitent and obedient heart, in love 


and charity with all mankind, and with a deter- 


mined reſolution to forſake thoſe fins which brought 


him even to the death upon the croſs; which will 


likewife engage you to ſerve him in true holinets 
and righteouſneſs all the days of your life. 
But befides theſe general directions for the pub- 
lic worſhip of God, there are others, which parti- 
cularly concern a devout and proper uſe of the 
Book of Common Prayer, appointed by the Church 


of England; and which will require your immedi- 


ate attention to the nature and order of every part 
in that ſervice. 

Now the firſt thing done by the miniſter, is to 
read fome ſentences out of the Holy 
Scriptures. Hearken diligently to theſe; The Sen- 
and confider them as ſpoken by the in- tences. 
ſpiration or command of God himſelf 
at firſt, and now repeated by his Miniſter, to put 
you in mind of ſomething which he would have 


| you believe or do. For they are all ſuch ſentences 


* See a Tract intitled, The Devout Pſalmodiſt, price twopence- 
halfpenny, printed for J. F. and C. Rivingzor, No, 62. St. Pau“ 
Church-yard. 1 
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as not only bring our ſins againſt him to our re- 
membrance, but alſo his promiſes of pardon and 
torgiveneſs if we do repent; that io we may wor- 
thip him with that reverence and godly fear, which 
becomes: thoſe: who are ſenfible of their own ſinful- 
nels and unworthineſs to approach his divine Ma- 


jeſty; and lixewiſe with that faith and humble con- 


tidence which becomes thoſe, who believe that upon 


our repentance he will pardon and accept us, ac- 


cording to his promiſes. 
Then follows a ſolemn exhortation. Now 
while this is reading (Which is the 
The Fahor- miniſter's part alone, and not to 
ation. be repeated after him by the con- 
gregation) take particular notice of 
every word and expreflion in it, as contrived on 
purpoſe to prepare vou for the worſhip of God, by 
zoflefſing your minds with a due ſenſe of his eſpe- 
cial preſence, and of the great end of your coming 


before him at thi; time; which will no doubt com- 


poſe your thoughts for that part of the ſervice 


vhich follows next: I mean, an humble confeſſion 
of vour fins. 


But here, while you are confelling to God with 
your mouth, and repeating ſentence by 
n tentence after the miniſter, be ſure id 


1 
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x wind as many 25 you can of thoſe par- 
dar fins Which you have been guilty of; either 
„Ade what you og, Hit to ds, or not doing what 
1: i; fo as to be heartily ſorry for them, and 


ſtedfattly te reſolve againſt them for the time to 


come; imploring his merey in the pardon of them, 
and his grace, that from henceforward you may en- 


tirely forſake them, and bring forth the fruits of an 


unteigned repentatice. 


The 
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Behaviour in the Public Worſhip of God. © 
The confeſſion ended, and you continuing upon 
your knees, the miniſter ſtands up, and 
in the name of God declares and pro- The A 
nounces pardon and forgiveneſs to all /elution. 
that truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
lieve his holy Goſpel. But while the abſolution is 
thus pronouncing, you. are to hearken to it with 


perfect filence, not reading or- repeating it along 


with the miniſter, as many ignorant or unthink- 
ing people do; for it is the miniſter's duty alone 
to make this declaration by authority from God; 
and in his-name as his ambaſſador. However, 


every particular perſon there preſent, ought humbiy 
and thankfully to apply it to himſelf, ſo far as 10 


be fully perſuaded in his own mind, that if his 
conſcience tells him, that after an unfeigned and |} 
unſhaken belief in Chriſt, he doth really and heartily þ} 


repent, he will be diſcharged and abſolved from all 


the.ſins he had before committed, as certainly as it 


_ God himſelf had declared it with his own mouth, 
ſince his miniſter has done it in his name, and by 


his power. 3 
What follows is the Lord's Prayer, in which the 

whole congregation joins: For looking 

upon ourſelves as thus abſolved from The Lords 

our ſins, through a faith that work - Prayer. 

eth true repentance; we, as reconci- 

led unto God through his Son, may have ſuch . 


boldneſs and acceſs to the throne of Divine Grace, 


as by the Spirit of Adoption to cry out, Abba, Father, 
Rom. viii. 15. i the very form he tanght us to 
pray, ſaying, Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
This done, we are to lift up our hearts to God 
in this petition of his. miniſter for 
his grace, O Lord, open thou cur lips; Preparation 
to which, the anſwer is, what it for praiſing 
ought to be, from the people, And God. 0 
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108 Directions for a devout and decent 
r mouth ſhall fſhew forth thy praiſe. Thus the 
miniſter again, O God make ſpeed to ſave us; the 
people, O Lord, make haſte to help us. Then im- 
mediately ſtanding up, we put ourſelves into a po- 
ſture of giving praiſe to the one, living, and true 
God; the King of kings, and Lord of lords. For 
which purpoſe the miniſter firſt ſays, Gry be 79 
the Father, &c. the people to ſhew their conſent, 
anſwer, As it was in the beginning, &c. The mi- 
niſter calling again upon the people, Praiſe ye the + 
Lord; and the people anſwering, The Lord's name 
be praiſed: We go on accordingly to 

The Pſalms praiſe him, by ſaying or finging the 
and Hymns. ninety-fifth pſalm, and then the 
pPifalms appointed for the day. After 

every one of which (to teſtify that it is the ſame 
4 Divine Being, Three Perſons and One God, in 
honour of whom theſe pſalms were compoſed, ' 
|| and made ule of in the Jewith church; and who © 
| is ſtill praiſed and worſhipped by them in the Chri- 
ſtian church) we repeat that incomparable hymn, 
Glory be to the Father, &c, Now while you, to- 
gether with the miniſter, are repeating theſe 
i pſalms, and this, or the other hymns that are uſed 
in different places of the ſervice, to the honour 
and glory of God; obſerve the miniſter's part as 
well as vour own, and lift up your hearts togcther 
with your voices, in acknowledging, magnifying, 
and praiſing: the infinite wiſdom, and power, and 
goodneſs, and glory of the moſt high God in all 
his works, the wonders that he has done, and 
{till does, for the children of men, znd for your- 
ſelf among the reſt. And in doing this vou ſtand 
up; not only to ſignify, but to forward the lifting 
up of your mind at the fame time. For as on 
the one hand, if our ſouls be really lifted up to 
contemplate 
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ie } contemplate and praife God, our bodies will na- 
he turally riſe in that erect poſture, which is natural 
n- to, and moſt becometh man; ſo on the other 
o- hand, the raiſing up of our bodies helps towards 
ue the raiſ ing up of our ſouls too, by putting us in 
or mind of that high and heavenly work we are 
% | about; wherein, according to our weak capaci= | 
1t, ties, we join with faints and angels above in prai- ; 


i- ſing God now, as we hope. to do hereafter in their 
be bleſſed company for evermore. 


me | When God's. word is reaGing in either of the 

to chapters, whether of the Old or New 

he Teſtament, receive it not as the word The Scrip- 

he - of men, but as it is in truth, the tures reac. 

er * Word of God, which e ually work- 

ne  eth in them that bet eve, 1 Theſf. ii. 12. And there- 

in fore hearken to it with the fame att tention, reve- 
9,5, FENCE, and faith as you would have done, if you 

wo * had ſtood by Mount Sinai, when God proclaimed 

i- the Law, or by our Saviour fide, whea lie pub- 

n, - liſhed the Goſpel. Eut remember allo that you 

o- + hear in order to 2 end te ye avers of the 

le F word, ow” e earers andy, deceiging your cwnſelves, | 
bd. | James i. Obferve in thoſe parts of feripturs | 
ur that are * to you, What duties he there requires 
25 . you to perform; what do? Bines he there teaches | 
er you; and Le ſure that when you go home, mo | 
g. think of them and live accordingiy. | 
d 2 As ſoon as the Firt Leiwon is read, and again. / 
. aſter the Second we rene v our devout | 
d praiſes to God in certain hymns ap- II 3 mns ofter ; 
— pointed for that purpoſe. And then the Lelfins. | 
d with one heart and voice we all re- | 
g * peat the Apoſtle's Crecd, or that of St. Th: Creed. | 
n Athanaſius, upon the days our church | 


0 # AG has 


"T2 


Direftions for a devout and decent 


nas ordered it, to ſignify and declare our aſſent to 
and firm belief of the whole ſcriptures, but eſpeci- 
ally of the goſpel of Chriſt. Maay ignorant people 
ſeem to take the creed to be a prayer, and repeat 
it as ſuch; which is a very groſs miſtake. It is 
not a prayer, but only a folemn acknowledgement 
and profeſſion of our faith, or what we do believe 


as Chriſtians. And by repeating it here, we do in 


the face of the congregation profeſs ourſelves to 
continue in the number of Chriſt's diſciples; 

and that as we were at firſt baptized, ſo we ill 
believe in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
_ Ghoſt, One God, bleſſed for ever. And this alſo 


we do ſtanding, to ſignify our readineſs to defend 


this faith to the utmoſt of our power, againſt all 
oppoſition whatſoever. Be ſure, therefore, that 
you really believe every article as you pronounce 
it, that you be not found diſſemblers and hypo- 
crites in the ſight of God: And when you ſtand 


up to repeat the Creed, let it be your ſerious pur- 


poſe to continue in that good profeſſion, and to 


and by it, and hold it "© oft without wavering, 
kleb. x. 23. under all perſecution, if you ſhall be 


called at any time to ſuffer for it. 


Ihe next thing we do, is to make known our 


wants, and preſent our petitions unto 

The Prayers God. But ſeeing that neither mi- 
i Cillefts, niſter nor people can poſſibly do it a- 
aright, without the grace and aſſiſt- 

Prepas ation ance of God himſelf; the miniſter 
therets. firſt prays for his ſpecial preſence 
with the people, ſaying, The Lord 

ie with you ; and they put up the fame petition 
jor the miniſter, anſwering him, And with thy 
Spirit. Upon which they all immediately A0 
him., and beg for mercy from each perſon of 3 
ble ſſed 
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Bebaviour in the Public Morſbip of '6/* 13 
bleſſed Trinity, ſaying, Lord have mercy upon us; 


Chriſt have mercy upon us; Lord have mercy upon 


%.. And having again addreſſed ourſelves: to God 


L596 tha Wt perfect form which Chriſt himſelf 


hath taught us, the Lord's Prayer, the miniſter 


and people by turns lift up their hearts to God in 


ſome ſhort and devout ejaculations; 


ew AR 
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ſtriving as it were to outvie each Short Ejacu- 
other in prevailing. with the Al- /ations,or Pe. 
mighty to pour down his bleſſings fitions. 
upon us. Then in an humble and. 


ſolemn manner we join together Joint Prayers 


in petitioning the divine Majeſty for or Collects. . 
nis grace and favour, his defence. 

and protection, his mercy and bleſſings, for our- 
ſelves, for the king, for the royal family, for the 


church, and for all mankind. I his we ordinarily 


do in the collects- appointed for that purpoe; but 
upon Wedneſday, Friday, and the Lord's 


day morning, we do it in the Litany; The Bitany. 


and in ſuch a Litany as comprehends 


all and every thing that we need or deſire of Al- 


mighty God, either for ourſelves or others. 
While theſe prayers are reading, we ought de- 


voutly to continue upon our knees; 


not fitting, or in any other flothful Reverence and 


poſture, as too many profanely and Devotion in 
Irreverently do. See therefore, that theſe Prayers. 


as you come to. church to pray to 


to your great and Almighty Creator. And al- 


God, you do it in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn 
manner which becomes creatures, when you ſpeak 


though you ought not to repeat the prayers aloud, 


to the diſturbance of other people, yet you muſt 


repeat them in your hearts; your minds accom- 
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panying the miniſter from one prayer to another, 
and 
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and from one part of each prayer to the other, 
all along with affections ſuitable to the matter 
ſounding in your ears; humbly adoring and ad- 
miring God, according to the names, properties, 
and works, which were attributed to him, at the 
beginning of each prayer; earneſtly deſiring the 


good things which were aſked of him in the body 


of it, for yourſelves or others; and ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieving in the merits and interceſſion of Jeſus | 
Chriſt for your obtaining of them, when he is 
named, as he is at the end of every prayer ex- 
cept that of St. Chryſoſtom, becauſe that is directed 
immediately to Chriſt himſelf, At the concluſion. | 
of very collect alſo you are to teſtify your ſincere 
joining in it; and your earneſt defire of a ſhare in.“ 


the bleſſings prayed for, by a ſolem Amen; 


Amen. which ſignifies, $9 be it; or, Thus I Heat,] 
25 pray End it may be. Eut in the Litany | 
the like aſſent is ſignified by the aniwers Which? 

the people are directed to make in 
Anſwers in their proper places; as, God Lord, 


4 


the Litany. deliver us; that is, from all thoſe tins, 


or other eviis, which the miniſter has 
juſt before mentioned. We beſcech thee to hear us, 


goo Lord; that is, to grant thoſe bleſſings Which! 
the miniſter has juit now recommended to our de- 
fires. By the'e we do expreſsly, and more at large, 
make the ſeveral petitions recited before by the mi- 


niſter, our own petitions and requ2::s to God. 


And having thus in the <.ollects or Litany, prayed 


for ail necetlary bleſſings for ourſelves 

Th- »:neral and others, it is but fit we ſhou!d 
Tharkjziv- Praiſe him allo for thoſe mercies we 
ng. have already received ; and give thanks 
not oivy in behalf of ourſelves, bat 
according to the Apoſtle's direction, for all 
mankind ; 


3 „ r od os Bind eee 
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aich 


de- 
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2uld 
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For the hope of glory. 
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* mankind; which we do towards the end of the 
' ſervice in the general thankſgiving. Here, if we 
have any ſpecial or particular mercy to bleſs God 
for, upon our own account, let us gratefully re- 
member it, and ſecretly in our hearts return our 


praiſes for it, when we come to that paſſage, Thy 


goodneſs and loving kindneſs, to us and to all men. 


But let us ſtir up ourſelves to the utmoſt fervency 
that is poſſible, when we praiſe him tor his in- 


' eftimable love in the redemption of the world by cur 


Lord Jeſus Chrijt, fer the means of grace, and 
For as theſe are the greateſt 
bleſſings he could beſtow upon us, the thankful 
acknowledgment of them is one of the chiet 
ends of our coming together thus in Chriſtian 
aſſemblies. And let us not only heartily pray, 


but ſincerely reſolve and endeavour to ſhew our 


enſe of theie, as of all God's other mercies, by 
our holy and obedient lives. Fs 

After this general thankſgiving, we have the 
prayer of St. Chryſoſtom; and then the 
miniſter alone concludes with, The Cncluding 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrijt, &c. Prayer. 
In which prayer is comprchended all 


we have delired, or can deſire, to make us com- 


pictely happy both now and for ever. And with 
this our. common daily ſervice ends. 
But upon Sundays and Holidays, we proceed to 
the Communion Service; to that part 
ef it at leaſt which our church enjoins The Commu- 
to be uſed on ſuch days, though ian Service. 
there be no actual communion. 
Now in the prayers here, the fame temper and 
devotion are to govern us, as in thoſe before put up; 
the ſame reverence and attention when the Fpiſtles 
and Goſpels are read, as when the other ſcriptures 


(the 


16 Directions for a devout and decent 


(the firſt and ſecond leſſons) are; the ſame: faith, 
and holy zeal and courage, when the Nicene 


Creed is repeated, as when the Apoſtles or the 
Athanaſian Creed is ſo. But what is moſt parti- 
cular in this ſervice 1s, that the 
Ten Command- Ten Commandments are ſolemn- 


ments, ly.read by the miniſter; and to # 


e xpreſs the greater authority, as 
pronouncing them in the name of God, he does 


it. ſtanding. The congregation in the mean time 
is to continue kneeling; not that the Command- 
ments are a prayer, (as ſome. weak people fany 
them to be; nor are they to be repeated after the - 
miniſter, as many ignorantly do) but becauſe it is 
with a peculiar reverence that we ought to hear this 
awful declaration and ſummary of God's will, 
and of our duty, in the very words of God him- 


ſelf; and becauſe that-at the end of each Command- 


ment, our Church has piouſly directed us to beg 
the mercy of God, in pardoning what we have 
been guilty of againſt the rule of that Command. 
ment, and his grace to keep it better for the fu- 

ture, in theſe words, Lord have mercy upon us, 


and incline our hearts to keep this law; which be- 


ing a prayer, ought to be humbly offered upon our 


knees. Be very ſerious therefore when the Com- 
mandments are read ; and think, as the miniſter 
goes along in every one of them, whether you have 


not offended God, by thought, word, or deed, in 
ſomething contrary to that Commandment, (for 
in many things we all offend, as the Apoſtle tells us, 


James iii. 2.) And accordingly when you join. 
with the reſt of the congregation in that thort 
prayer which follows each, beg pardon of God 


with a deep and true repentance ; and whether 
your conſcience accuſe you or not, be ſerious and 
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: theſe words: 
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keart to keep that article of his law, and to write 
the whole upon it more effectually. 

This part of the ſervice concludes with a Bleſ- 
ſing (to be pronounced by the 
miniſter alone, and not to be The Bleſſing at the 
repeated after him), which is. in End of the Com- 
The peace of munion Service. 
Goch, which paſſeth all underſtland-_ 
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Sen Feſus Chriſi aur 
Lord; and the bleſſing 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghei, be amongſt yours 
and remain with yeu akvays. Amen. 


After the bleſſing, it may be fit to continue ſtill 
for ſome time upon your knees, 


' humbly beſeech- 


ing Almighty God to pardon "what he has ſeen 


- praiſes, which you have now offered up 


amiſs in you ſince you came into his preſence; and 
graciouily to hear the prayers and to accept of the 
to him, 


f through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Medi- 
autor and Advocate. | 


our 


n- 


ſter 


ave 
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A PRAYER at our feſt Entrance into 


the Church. 
ORD, I am now in thy houſe; aſſiſt, I pray 


thee, and accept of my: fervices. Enable me, 
and all who ſhall this day meet in thy name, to 


- worſhip thee in ſpirit and in truth. 


tion: and grant, that we may improve this opportu- 


Let thy Holy Spirit help our infirmities, and di- 
poſe our hearts to ſeriouſneſs, attention and devo- 


nity, to the honour of thy holy name, and the benefit 
of our ſouls, thr ouch: Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
A PRAYER 


'* Behaviour in the public 1/orſhip of Cod. 175 


in earneſt when you beg of God to incline your 


of God Almighty, the Fa- 


18 4 PRATE R, &c. 
APR AYER at Church, after the Ser- | 


dice ig ended. lee 


Biss ED be thy name, O Lord, for this op- 
portunity of attending thee in thy houſe and 
ſervice. a 
Grant that I, and all that profeſs thy name, E 
may be doers of thy word, and not hearers only. 
Pardon our wanderings and imperfections; and 


accept both us and our ſervices, through e our r only 4 
Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


In order to aſſiſt pious Chriſtians in their religious © 
exerciſes of Private Devotion, where other helps þ 
may be wanting; it has been thought conve= 2 
nient to add the two following Tables. 1 
The fir/t, of the Collects in the Book of 
Common Prayer, as they may ſuit the general 8 
or particular circumſtances of Chriſtians- The 
other of the Book of Pſalms, which abounds | J 
with a variety of divine thoughts, holy ejacu- |. 
lations, and religious meditations for prayers, _ 
praiſes, and thankſgivings. 


F 
= & 


TT p —_— . — 


— — — | * 


An — cal Table of the I 101 Collefts in 


the Boot of Common Prayer, reduced under 
proper Heads. 1 


AFFLICTION, 
VRAYERS for Deliverance from,. and Support 


under Afflictions. Collects for the third Sunday 
after the Epiphany, eighth after Trinity, and fifth 
Sunday in Lent. 


ANGELS. 


AT able of CoLlLtcts. | 19 


ANGELS. 

er- A' Prayer for the Guardianſhip of Angels. Col- 
ect for St. Michael. 
op- CHARIT Y. See Lov E. 
and CHASTITY. 

A Prayer tor Chaſtity. Collect for the firſt Sun- 

ame, day in Lent. 
only. CHRIS T. 
wa, A Prayer for the Imitation of Chriſt. Collects 
only for the Sunday next before Eaſter, and the ſecond 
Sunday after Eaſter, _ 
For the benefit of Chris death. Collect for 


the Annunciation. 


— — 


f CH CH. | | 
riOUs |) Prayers for the Univerſal Church. Collects for 
helps the fifth Sunday after Epiphany, the third Sunday 
nve: after Eaſter, St. John the Ex angeliſt, and the two 
: firit Collects for Good-Friday. 
E af] b For the Unity of the Church. Collect for St. 
neral Simon and Jude. 
The For the Peace of the Church. Collects for the 
unds fifth, ſixteenth, and twenty. ſecond Sundays after 
acu- | Ir inity. 
vers, ComForrT. 

A Prayer for Spiritual Comfort. Colle for the 
Sunday after the Aſcenſion. 


12 CoNTRITION. 
1 A Prayer for Contrition. Collect for Aſn- Wedneſday. 
nder Covkrobsxss. 


A Prayer againſt Covetouſneis. Collect for St. 


| Matthew's day. 
CovRace. 
port A Prayer for Chriſtian Courage. Collect for 
1 St. John Baptiſt. 
fifth ENERMIEsS. | 
A Prayer for Deliverance from Enemies. Collect 


ELS. for the th.rd Sunday in Lent. Ex- 


20 A Table of COLLECTS: 
EXAMPLE. | 

Prayers that we may follow the Example of 0 
Chriſt. Collects for the Sunday next before Ea- 
ner, and the ſecond Sunday after Eaſter. ip 

FAITH. N 

Prayers for a right and firm Faith. Collects for 0 
Trinity Sunday, St. Thomas, and St. Mark: * 

For Faith, Hope, and Charity. Collect for the 4 
fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. | 

GRACE. | 

Prayers for Grace and Aſſiſtance in our Chriſtian Þ . 
Courſe. Collects for the fourth Sunday in Advent, . 
ſecond in Lent, Eaſter-day, third Sunday after Eaſter, | 
and the firſt, ſeventh, and thirteenth after Trinity, 7 
HEAVEN. & 

A Prayer for Heavenly Deſires. Collect for f 
Aſcenſion-day. 

For Admittance to the Enjoyment. of God i in 
Heaven. Collecis. for the re << the ſixth Sun- 
day after Epiphany, and the Sunday after Aſcenſion. 

HUMILITY. 

A Prayer for Humility and Patience. Colle 

for the 3 before Eaſter. $1 
ILLUMINATION. 1 

Prayers for Illumination, or a right Judgment in 
all Things. Collects for Whitſunday, firſt Sunday | 
after Epiphany, and the ninth after Trinity. 

ſupcGmenTs. 7 

Prayers for Deliverance from Judgments. Col- 
lecis for Septuag una, Sexagcſima, and the fourth 
Sunday in Lent. 


Love. 

Prayers for the Love of God and his Laws. 

Collects for the fourth Sunday after Eaſter, and 

the ſixth, ſeventh, and fourteenth, after Trinity. 4 | 
For Love and Charity. Collect for Quingua- 

geſima Sunday. MINI 


Th 4 b 4 al 21 
MiINIST ERS. 3 
of. A Prayer for the fitneſs of Miniſters. Collect 

Þ a. for St. Matthias. 

That they may be diligent. Collect for St. 
Peter's-day. 

That their Labours may be ſucceſsful, Collect 
for the third Sunday in Advent. 
he i MoRTIFICATION. | 

Prayers for Mortification. Collects for Circum- 

ciſion and Eaſter-eve. 

tan OBEDIENCE. 
ent. Prayers that we may obey, and follow the Doc- 
hee. | trine of the Apoſtles. Collects for the Converſion of 
„ St. Paul and John Baptiſt. See Good Forks. 
A 1 PRAYERS. FE 
For the Acceptance of our Prayers. Collect 
for the tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
PROVIDENCE. 


for 


for 


1 5 Prayers for Protection by God's Peavidence. 
Don. Collects for the ſecond, third, bunt, and twentieth 
Sundays after Trinity. 
ec PuriTY. 
A Prayer for Purity of Heart. Collect for the 
Purification. 
1 in! REGENERATION. 
3 A Praye er for it. Collect for Chriſtmas-day. 
7 R 
ELIGION. 


A Prayer that we may be truly Religions. 
Col. Collect for the ſeventh Sunday after TIny- 
SAINTS, 
Prayers for the Imitation of them. Collefs 
for Innocents'-day, St. Stephen, St. Philip, St. 
James, St. John Baptiſt, keyg All- Saints. ; 
SCRIPTURE, 

ty. | A Prayer before reading the Scripture, Collect 
cane | for the ſecond Sunday in Advent. 2 

IIN I- SIN. 


* 
* 


urth * 2 


aws. 
| and | 3 


—— 


fifth Sunday after Eaſter. 


tics. The third Collect for Good-F riday. 


e 


SIN, { 
Prayers for Converſion from Sin. Colledts for 
the firſt Sunday in Advent, the firſt Sunday after © 
Eaſter, St. Andrew, St. James, and St. Matthew. 
For Pardon of Sin. Collects for the twelfth, þ 3 
twenty-firſt,and twenty-fourth Sundays after Trinity. 4 1 
SINCERITY. 1 
A Prayer for it. Collect for the third _— $7 
aiter Eaſter. P 
HoLy SPIRIT. 
Prayers for the Direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Collects for the nineteenth Sunday after 1 rinity, 
and fifth after Eaſter. 5 


Tur raATioxs. 1 

Prayers for Deliverance from, and Support un- p 

der Jemptations. Collects for the fourth Sunday er 
after Epiphany, and the ſecond in Lent. 

| THovcnTs. F 

A Prayer againſt evil 'I houghts, Collect for the? 


UNBELIEVERS. 1 
A Prayer for Jews, "Turks, Infidels, and Here- |; 


Goo Works. * 

3 for fruitfulneſs in Good Works. Col- fi 
leas for the fifth Sunday after Eaſter, and the firſt, 
ninth, eleventh, thirteenth, ſeventeenth, and twenty- | 


firſt Sundays after 'I rinity. 
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A ſhort Account of the Occafi an od Deſi 2 of the Pjalms 
of David; which may ſerve in the private Uſe , o 
that divine Book, as an Help to find out ſuch Pfalng 5 


as may ſuit the general or e Circum ſtances, 


C of Chriſtians. 1 
t M*: of the pſalms are prayers, compoſed 


when David, or ſome other prophetic au- 
thor, 


* — 
— = = 


thor, was expoſed to great danger or affliction ; 
for | and therefore flies to God as his only help in time 
ter of need, implores his mercy, the pardon of fins, or 
w. deliverance from dangers and afflictions. Many 
th, are pſalms of thankſgivings for mercies received; 
tv. ſome are deſigned to diſplay the attributes and per- 
© 2 tections of God, while others convey to us the 
day moſt uſeful, moral inſtructions: Laſtly, ſome of the 
” pſalms are prophetical, and ſome few hiſtorical. 


irit.  PrAvERs. 
ity, I. Prayers for pardon of fin. Pſalm 6. 25. 38. 
51. 130. | 0 
II. Prayers compoſed when the Pſalmiſt was de- 
un- prived of an opportunity of the public exerciſe of 
day religion, Pſalm 42. 43. 63. 84. 3 
III. Prayers wherein the Pſalmiſt ſeems ex- 
tremely dejected, though not totally deprived of 
the confolation under his afflictions. Pſalm 13. 22. 
609. 77. 88. 143. 1 Z 
IV. Prayers wherein the Pſalmiſt aſketh help of 
lere- God, in conſideration of his own integrity, and the 
uprightneſs of his cauſe. Pſalm 7. 17. 26. 35. 
V. Prayers expreſſing the firmeſt truſt and con- 
Col- fidence in God under afflictions. Pſalm 3. 16. 27. 
firſt, 31. 54. 56. 57. 61. 62. 71. 86. 5 5 
enty-t VI. I rayers compoſed when the people of God 
were under affliction or perſecution. Pſalm 44. 60. 
— 74. 79. 80. 83. 89. 94. 102. 123. 137. 
alm? VII. The tollowing are likewiſe prayers in time 


Uſe of trouble and affliction, Pſalm 4. 5. 11. 28. 41. 
alm $5. 59. 64. 70. 109. 120. 140. 141. 142. 
lances, VIII. Prayers of interceſſion. Pſalm 20. 67. 
| 122. 132. 144. 
poſed N ; | 
ic au- 

thor, 


Ps ALMS 
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PS ALMS of THANKSGIVING. | 
I. Thankſgivings for mercies vouchſafed to par- 
ticular perſons. Pſalm 9. 18. 21. 30. 34. 40. 75. 

103. 108. 116. 118. 138. 144. | 
II. Thankſgivings for mercies-vouchſafed to the 
Iſraelites in general. Pſalm. 46. 48. 65. 66. 68. 


76. 81. 85. 98. 105. 124. 126. 129. 135. 136. 149. 


Ps ALMS F PRAISE and ADORATION, di playing | 
the ATTRIBUTES of GoD. | 
I. General acknowledgements of God's good- £ 
neſs and mercy, and particularly his care and pro- 
tection of good men. Pſalm 23. 34. 36. 91. 100. 
103. 107. 121. 145. 146. l 
II. Pfalms-diſplaying the power, majeſty, glory, 
and other attributes of the Divine Being. Pſalm* | 


19. 24. 29. 33. 47. 50. 65. 66. 76. 77. 93. 95. 96. 


97.99. 104.111. 113. 114. 115. 134. 139. 147. 
148. 150. ä 


{INSTRUCTIVE PSALMS. 5 
I. The different characters of good and bad N 
men: The happineſs of the one, and the miſeries 
of the other are reperſented in the following Pialms; 
1. & „ 0. 10. 33-13. 14. FS. Ty. $4. 2% $2 30- 7 
36, 37. 50. 52, 53. 58. 73. 5 84. gh, 92. 94+ | 
112. 119. 121. 125. 127, 128. 133. 
II. The excellence of God's law. Pſalm 19. 119, 
III. The vanity of human life. Pfalm 3g. 49. 90. 
IV. Advice to magiſtrates. Pſalm 82. 1. 
V. The virtue of humility. Pſalm 131. 
PROPHETICAL PSALMS. 
Pſalm 2. 16. 22. 40. 45. 68. 72. 87. 110. 118. 
HisToRICAL PSAs. 


Pfalm 78. 105. 106. 
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